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Hello members of Together Bloomington. We are in need of your support!
Please see below for information regarding a proposed medium density
" Mortgage Loan Offi.. @) development in Penn Lake Neighborhood.
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Army Furlong

Say No to Rezone! Have you heard about the proposed development at the
corner of W 86th St and Penn Ave S? A developer wants to have the
property rezoned for medium-density housing in order to put in 15 new
townhomes on the 1.8 acre lot. This means tearing down many of the
mature trees and flattenin... See More
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Corey Hawkinson Where is the information coming from that it will
raise the water level of Penn Lake? | thought the development plan
included catch basins?

Also, would it be bad or good to raise Penn Lake by a couple feet?

I’'m curious. I'm not trying to be a jerk.

Like - Reply - 23h !
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more erosion and not much to stop it. Deutach
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Penn Lake have grass to the shoreline. Changing that would
be a worthwhile effort.

Like - Reply - 22h 6
W Amy Gaukel Jensen Anita Smithson Very true, erosion
prevention happens with plantings! My favorite local
restoration is lake phalen in St. Paul
https:/Awww.rwimwd. org/projects/lake-phalen-shoreline/
RWMWD.ORG
Lake Phalen Shoreline - Ramsey-
Washington Metro Watershed...
Like - Reply - 21h 3
Anita Smithson We lived in that neighborhood until 2018. |
remember the big discussion about the city (or county?) not
refilling the lake when it was low one year. | remember
erosion being a topic of debate and there was a lot of
resistance to solve the problem of erosion by restoring the
shoreline, and losing a bit of manicured grass.
Like - Reply - 21h - Edited 2
@ Write a reply...
Karen Haag There were Beautiful trees on 87th and Portland when
the city approved a large senior living facility, trees are not an issue
when development is coming through. Bloomington needs more
townhouses on this side of town! Yes!
Like - Reply - 22h 10
Trevon Tellor Bloomington is a growing city, why wouldn’t rezoning
be a good thing for a growing city?? I'm failing to see the problem
here unless “residential character” is a dog whistle
Like - Reply - 22h 16
@ Trevon Tellor If you want a city to continue growth (meaning
more prosperity for the entire city) then you need space for
people to live. | don't understand the pearl clutching
And no, this doesn't mean your house is gonna get torn down
the day this goes through. That's not how upzoning works
4

Like - Reply - 22h - Edited

Heather A Christen Trevon Tellor Its a residential area, next
to Penn Lake.... Eye sore now with house torn down, but still
has big beautiful frees... would be even more of an eye sore if
this was built.

Like - Reply - th

@ Trevon Tellor Heather A Christen yes it's a residential area,
so is a higher density residential area. You can still plant trees
around lots. | live in a higher density residential area in
Minneapolis for college and there are trees all over the
neighborhood and 3 i... See More

Like - Reply - 1h

W Heather & Christen Trevon Tellor What about all the ones
they have been building around Southtown?
Like - Reply - 1h

@ Trevon Tellor Heather A Christen people need places to live

clearly , this isn't like tearing down low income housing and
gentrifying a BIPOC neighborhood.

And from what | always remember the area around Southtown
was never exactly “green space” and the gigantic
p... See More

Like - Reply - 1h - Edited

@ Write a reply...

Kevin Doheny This sounds like a great development projectin a
perfect location. As someone has already pointed out, Bloomington
is a growing city and needs more decent affordable housing for
families.

Like - Reply - 22h
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: €D Tracie L Carlson Barb Storm right?
Bloomlngton MN (2 ? 9 £ Mortgages Unlimited - ... 9
DiSCUSSion Like - Reply - 1h
i @i BNl Morning Star 3
Public group Lin Sod Bloomington is blooming. It's not the wonder years 9
anymore. Old shopping centers and derelict office parks would be
About better locations tho - No? Smart Fit Development ¢
. - 9
. . Like - Reply - 22h - Edited
Discussion K8 T REply Taah T Baiiee CONTACTS
. Heather A Christen Lin Sod Yes, old Southtown shopping )
Mentorship mall plenty of empty buildings there, and now they are | Elizabeth Furlong
Members building a massive transit station there so it would be a better
spot. Joyce Wilson
Events Like - Reply - 1h
. Nikki Watson
Videos Anita Bmithson There are few places in Bloomington to build more
Photos homes for more neighbors. And this is a good way to expgnd the George Masmanides
property tax base. | can see arguments for reducing the size slightly,
. but | think this is a great spot for townhomes / higher density.
Files Isaac Lombard
Like - Reply - 22h 8
Recommendations )
Ay Gaukel Jensen | think it's a great location and use of land. Todd Schneider
2
Search this group ke - Reply - 21F
SEEN group Like - Reply - 21h Elaine Kue
Travis Beck | love the idea of this development there. Sorry.
Shortcuts 2 Joy Kruger
Like - Reply - 21t
. Twin Cities Real Es... (204 e neRly et
| Travis S
:,‘«;m Twin Cities Loan Ori... [1] Chase Saiki How islmore people moving to Bloomington a good avis Saumer
e thing? Honest question from a homeowner here.
™% Together Bloomington ... Like - Feply - 21 2 Lynn McClintock
Bloomington Twins Anita Smithson more properties in our tax base. More Jodie Lynne 16m
- neighbors = more people hopefully shopping in our
Mortgages Unlimited ... businesses, eating in our restaurants, working or playing in * Melanie Bell
our city. People need to go somewhere - so why not attract
{1 Bloomington, MN C... »
i people here? We have a lot to offer. , GROUP CONVERSATIONS

" Mortgage Loan Offi...

See more

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EastBloomington/3411194195592903/?comment_id=3414427458602910&notif_id=1600710990493660&notif t=gr...

Like - Reply - 21h

Laura Dreon Anita Smithson more ppl paying taxes

Like - Reply - 20h

Lin Scd Bloomington is a place people would choose to love
and raise their families, or live a lifetime and retire in.

Like - Reply - 20h - Edited

0 Write a reply...

Bark Storm which corner is it going to be on?

Like - Reply < 200

Corey Hawkinson Barb Storm the northeast corner of Penn
and 86th.

Like - Feply - 20h

Lin Sod Are any of you renters who would like to speak in a meeting
with HRA analyst Cherie Choquist?? | spent an hour on phone with
her last Friday trying to understand when or if or how the most
deeply affordable needs can be met.

Idea arose to have a zoom meeting w/recent displacees but since
displaced not sure how many of my folx | can track down.

Like - Reply - 200 - Edited
Andy Mattice Nol We keep losing green space, especially East of

penn!! | think the penn lake area should be our veterans memorial
site..
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Like -

Reply - 20h

Ansita Bmithson Andy Mattice it's a residential piece of land
that used to have a home on it. It's not park land.

Like - Reply - 20h

Reed Osell Andy Mattice it was never green space to begin
with, it's zoned as residential

Like - Reply - 20h - Edited

Anita Smithson [ doubt the owner / developer wants to sell it
to the city, to make it a public park. And | doubt tax payers
would want to foot the bill to 1) buy the land; 2) pay to turn the
tand into a park; and 3) pay that property’s share of property

taxes to make up for losing that address paying into the
property tax system.

Like - Reply - 20h

Write a reply...

Lin Sod Density in every suburb will increase in the 30 to 50 year
plan....

Like -

@

Reply - 20h

Trevon Tellor Lin Sod thats just how metropolitan areas grow
if you don't like it move to the ex burbs. This is a rather
natural pattern that will only get “worse” as people move from

the coast.

You
Like - Reply - 19h
Trevon Tellor Lin Sod if you don’'t want the density of a first

suburb to increase then you should make the suburb so
terrible no one moves there, otherwise it will grow

Like - Reply - 18h

Anita Smithson Trevon Tellor Lin has been a tireless
advocate for affordable housing in Bloomington.

Like - Feply - 19h

Gean (Y'Gara Trevon Tellor we are a 2nd tier suburb and not a
first.

Like - Reply - 18h

Lin Sod Trevon Tellor sorry if | sounded like 1 was saying the
opposite of what | meant.

I did help w the NOAH work group and Opportunity housing
ordinance but it's a very big city with a very powerful single
city manager

Like - Reply - 18h - Edited

Write a reply...

Jill Westendorp I'm always sad to see mature trees taken out, but
we need housing. Build more dense housing, plant new trees.

Like -

Feply - 20h

% Lin Sod hopefully people will call in to say this about the trees

to city council, but of course during covid you cannot be seen
on zoom but only heard and so really have to have your
gumption together when making public comment AND
PUBLIC COMMENT is only on topics NOT on the agenda that
day

Like - Reply - 18h
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Bloomington. The development has the planned 20% green
Together space required as per city code. YOUR PAGES SEE ALL
. ) o 1
Bloomlngton MN bike - Reply - 170 o) Mortgages Unlimited - ... 9
Discussion Jill Westendorp Chad Casper yes, people are more ’ ) ;
Public group important than trees. It still makes me sad when healthy trees B BNI Morning Star 3
are killed. 1 really like trees. But sometimes you just gotta be
About sad and accept it. And plant new trees. Smart Fit Development 9
Like - Feply - 17h
Discussion CONTACTS
Mentorshi @ Chad Casper Jill Westendorp plant new trees! We have three
entorship 60+ trees in the back yard that we have to remove for safety % Elizabeth Furlong
Members of ours and our neighbors home. )
Like - Reply - 17h 2 Joyce Wilson
Events
Videos 0 Write a reply... Nikki Watson
Photos Gerri Gulbrandson Leonard | don't like it, but if this goes forward, George Masmanides
) there should be fewer homes. 15 seems like greed.
Files . 1 Isaac Lombard
Like - Reply - 18h
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Lin Sod Before he left town Dr Eric Johnson PhD (consultant on
housing in Bimgtn) said he drove new developers around town and
said see this, see that, see those and showed them where surface
parking lots needed to be merged and where oldey old office parks
ne... See More

Like - Reply - 18h

Reed Osell Good. More multifamily housing please

Like - Reply - th !

Kristy Willi | don't like the location as it is already busy on Penn-not
sure what they are doing with the 35/494 split (talked about
removing exits along it). If any exits are removed on it, then they will
go to Penn and if they add the homes, even more

congestio... See More

Like - Reply - 1h

Heather A Christen For any of you that think this is a good idea...
drive by the corner of 86th & Penn. This proposed location is backed
up to Penn Lake, has massive trees, residential houses surrounding
it. They are going to have to dig out or build back up to keep it from
flooding... not to mention what an eyesore it would be... also they
have been building a bunch of medium density housing in
Southtown Area.

Like - Reply - 1h
Jenmy Hunt Taffe Heather A Christen technically those two
lots do not back up to Penn Lake.

Like - Reply - 1h

% Teresa Sathre Heather, why is housing an eyesore?

Like - Reply - 1h

Anita Bmithson Townhomes are residential homes too.

Like - Reply - 1h 2

Teresa Sathre Ok, so for everyone who has a gripe- where do you
propose more housing? There is nothing wrong with this spot. Yes,
we will lose mature trees, has anyone asked if they plan on
replanting trees?

| am in favor of more housing (apts/condos, townhouses,
... See More

Like - Reply - 1h - Edited

@ Andy Mattice Teresa Sathre no, we don’t need more
buildings... every block in this city is occupied by a
building(sarcasm) but it’s close to every.. families will always
move here... | don't know where you're seeing that people
don't move here.. every house that g... See More
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buildings/lots that sit all over central and Eastside. Maybe, the
Together city should also talk to the school board to figure out how
. adding another s... See More
Bloomington MN ;

Like - Reply - 44m - Edited

Discussion

Public group Arita Bmithson Andy Mattice | mean... it's a city. Of course

we don't have empty blocks or empty lots. We aren't 1950s

About Bloomington anymore. 1
Like - Reply - 36m
Discussion
M hi Teresa Sathre Andy, also if you want to talk about money.
entorship More density means more distribution of taxes & considering
Memb Bloomington has put a large portion of tax relief on the
embers hospitality industry here and now with COVID it has tanked &
E the MOA is not making payments, and could possibly go
vents under... how do you think that'll affect the citizens?
Videos Density is not a negative... it is growth & without growth the
city cannot thrive.
Phot
otos Like - Reply - 28m - Edited !
Files
@ Write a reply...
Recommendations
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STARTRIBUNE.COM
You've heard of modular homes; Minneapolis just got its first
prefabricated apartment building

7 3 Comments

Loilee Cormment Share

Top Comments

Write a comment...

Eric Christen Boo!l! As a union construction worker all | can say is
"boo" to these pre fabbed buildings. They are taking away our jobs.

Like - Reply - 2h

% Lin Sod replied - 2 Replies  6m

Ay Dybing

57m

Any local companies still doing fall agration and overseeding? | missed my
window to do it with Fertilawn, who we currently use for lawn care.

3 Comments
Like Camment Bhare

Top Comments

Write a comment...
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About
Discussion
Laura Hunt shared & link.
Members 74
Events Say No to Rezone! Have you heard about the proposed development at the
corner of W 86th St and Penn Ave S? A developer wants to have the
Videos property rezoned for medium-density housing in order to put in 15 new
Photos townhomes on the 1.8 acre lot. This means tearing down many of the
mature trees and flattening the slope of the lot. Many in the Penn Lake
Files neighborhood are getting together to petition the City Council NOT to
approve the rezoning in the belief that this project may increase traffic on
Recommendations

86th St W and Penn Ave S, may impact water levels in Upper and Lower
Penn Lake, when there are heavy storms, and impact the residential
character of the neighborhood. Please check out the website for further
information at www.savepennlakeneighborhood.com and let your voices be
heard by writing to members of the City Council opposing this development
before their next meeting on October 5, at city-council@bloomingtonmn.gov.

Search this group

Shortcuts
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i Together Bloomingto...
Bloomington Twins
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Brent Carlson and 56 others 41 Comments

See more

Like Cormment

All Comments

Kathy McClure NO TO REZONE!

Like - Reply - 2d 5

Brent Carlson Rebecca Carlson

Like - Reply - 2d

Jolene Tucker Peter Maher this is just down from your parents
house

Like - Reply - 2d

Jolene Tucker | signed it
2

Like - Reply - 2d

Kyl Kucz | guess I'lf chime in with a completely unbiased opinion. To
support your request: Yes, if there was a nice plot of land in my
neighborhood I wouldn’t want 15 residential homes added. It is quite
a bit of “not in MY neighborhood” and | get that. Yes, t... See More

like - Reply - 2d

% Laura Hunt Author Kyl Kucz Thank you so much for your
perspective. | agree, you should always think about both sides
and there are positives and negatives to this proposal. Our
main concerns are with the developer’s plan. 15 units on the
site is quite dense when the su... See More

Like - Reply - 1d - Edited

@ rviKucz Yes. | think the 15 homes. 15! Sounds like a lot. A
good comparison would be the area just to the southeast of
Kennedy. There are 13 there in about 1.5 acres. This area is

slightly larger. If you look at that complex and imagine it over
the Penn area ... See More

Like - Reply - 1d
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Like - Reply - 1d

@ Chad Casper 20% of the plot will be green space per city
code.
Laura, are you saying that only single family homes should be
entitled to have a lake view? I'm currently on the lake and the
house across from me had their trees taken out last year and
now | can see the house, I'm not complaining. If you don't
want o see other homes, don't live in the city.

Like - Reply - 14h
@ Write a reply...

Stephanie Edman Signed and shared.

Like - Reply - 2d !

Betsy Zumberge Signed shared

Like - Reply - 1d !

Andrea Chatfield Just too many. Maybe 8 tops. Walked thru that
yard on way to school. Hate to see the trees removed and leveled.

Like - Reply - 1d

Susan Briand Libby Albrecht did you and D see this?
Like - Reply - 1

Bernadette J Bowden Enough of this ugly, horrendous dense
housing crap!

Like - Reply - 1d

Wi Rozek Everyone better be ready for this city council to approve it.
Stay on top of this and save this beautiful area. Say NO TO
REZONE!

lile - Reply - 1d

Stephanie Pakenhan I'm not up to date on this. They've already
tore the house down. Don't this mean it's probably going to happen?

Like - Reply - 1d

Laura Hunt Author Stephanie Pakenhar nothing is set in
stone yet. The site has to be rezoned in order to build multi-
units. This has to go before City Council to pass. We still have
time to share our thoughts with City Council!

Like - Reply - 1d

Laura Arradondo Does anyone know if the house that was torn
down was by Imminent domain?

Like - Reply - 1d

Laura Hunt Author  Laura Arradondo it was not by eminent
domain. The City does not own the property, a developer
does. They have submitted applications to the City requesting
the site be rezoned to medium density to allow that many
townhomes to be built. The developer applied for a different
permit to tear the house down. All information on the site can
be found at www.blm.mn/newdev The property is called Penn
City Townhomes.

HINC

Like - Reply - 1d

BLOOMINGTONMN.GOV
Development Sign

m Laura Arradondo Laura Hunt thank you

Like - Reply - 1d

Mick Blanch FYI, this is what they are going to try to do in every
neighborhood within the next 20-40 years.

Heck, Minneapolis has outlawed single family residential zoning, and
Bloomington follows what they do. ... See More
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more property tax revenue.

Like -

Reply - 1d

Jane Schmit Fisher The story | heard is The developer of this
property voted no when he was on city council to rezoning it (when
someone else owned it). Now that he bought it, he thinks doing what
he voted against is a good idea. | say we make him stick with his
original opinion. NO REZONING!!!

Like -

Reply - 1d¢

Jennay Hunt Taffe Jane Schinit Fisher | don't believe either
Steve Furlong or Brian Clemens served on the city councit. Is
there another developer I'm unaware of?

Like - Reply - 1d

Jane Schmit Fisher its just what | was told by a neighbor. If it

isn't true | will happily delete it

Like - Reply - 1d

Janny Hunt Taffe Jane Schmit Fisher it isn't true. Brian
Clemens ran for city council last year, but he was not elected.

Like - Reply - 1d

1

Jane Gchimit Fisher turns our maybe that was a good thing if
these are the kinds of decisions he would have promoted. Not

good for Bloomington

Like - Reply - 1d

Write a reply...

Lonna Johngon Done!!! Quit tearing up what beautiful areas are left
in Bloomington!!! | use that intersection frequently and don't need
more traffic or sterile brick walls to stare at!! So many other areas
that can be utilized for housing!! Not to mention what it would do to
the neighborhood!!!

Like -

Reply - 1d

Mancy Stinson No to rezonel

Like -

Reply - td 2

Yickie Burch-Peterson Call and email you council members

councilsecretary@BioomingtonMN.gov

tbusse@bloomingtonmn.gov
diowman@bloomingtonmn.gov snelson@bloomingtonmn.gov
jbaloga@bloomingtonmn.gov pmartin@bloomingtonmn.gov
jcarter@bloomingtonmn.gov ... See More

Like -

Reaply - 1d - Edited

Lawra Hunt Author  Vickie Burch-Peterson you can also
email city-council@bloomingtonmn.gov which goes to all
councilmembers, the mayor and the city planner.

Like - Reply - 1d

Yickie Burch-Peterson Laura Hurit Yes, thank you.
Be sure to add the councilsecretary@BloomingtonMN.gov to
all emails, it then gets recorded for Data purposes.

Like - Reply - 1d - E

Mlan Larson That is a horrible intersection to begin with. For the
house that's there getting in-and-out of there and accessing that for
years that has been blocked for redevelopment for more housing
because of that access problem. Why all of a sudden is it not a
problem for the developer? Is somebody being paid off?

Like -

Feply - 1d - Edited

Keira Btevens Signed!!

Like -

Reply - 22h

Lisa Sulack What does this part mean: and all developer/owner
applications to the city.?

Like -

Reply - 20h

Laura Hunt Author Lisa Sulack the developer/owner has
applied for several different applications to be reviewed by the
city. One for the plat, one for the rezoning, one for the
comprehensive plan, and one for the final development plans.
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Alan Larson They tore the old Adelman house down. Put
construction fence up around the property. Looks to me like it's
gonna happen.. | got no problem with putting 3 single family homes

Pamela Pommer | love all the signs in the neighborhood!!! Way to

on that huge lot the things about a 1/2 a city block. But putting 35

Events
Like - Reply - 15h
Videos

Photos

unit with a total of 15 units in there with all that extra traffic not good

Kolter Kranz The city is trying to have every old “park” or play field
rezoned for high density residential to be built.

. All of the old developers had to leave parks or green spaces for all
Files the nearby neighborhood kids to use close by. This is a huge money
grab for the city and their push to be MPLS LITE!

Recommendations

Like - Reply - 16h - Edited

Bearch this group

Shortcuts Like « Reply - 15h

#: Twin Cities Real Es... -zw
(201 Write a comment...

& Twin Cities Loan Ori...

i Together Bloomingto...
Bloomington Twins Pamela Pommer
Mortgages Unlimited ... 14b

e Bloomington, MN Com...

Scott Shields Density of housing and less space is the common
denominator for crime...look at Mpls...

Just curious (and fortunately I'm not a cat)... Imagine that you are at a city
council meeting and a council member asks the city manager a question. He
"% Mortgage Loan Offi... needs to do some research to answer it. That is understandable. There are

many issues going on in the city. NOW, as a resident, a constituent, a tax
™ East Side - Bloomi... payer, would you expect that the answer would be provided at the next

e The Mortgage Pub

council meeting? Or would you be okay with the city manager ONLY
providing the answer to the council members via the city's One Weekly

See more publication? Don't you think that a question ASKED at a public meeting
should be ANSWERED at the next public meeting??

23

Like

Top Comments

Write & comment...

20 Commernts

Comrment

Pamela Pommer Author 1'm getting some very "interesting”
excuses from Jamie and the council. | certainly understand not

wanting to add a whole new segment to the agenda with LENGTHY
responses to previous council questions. But | do NOT think the
answers should only be prov... See More

Like - Reply - 14h

2 Replies

@ Andrea Chatfield Should be provided at next meeting. Easy

answer,

Like - Reply - 14h

View 6 more comments

Jenny Barlow

15

Hello! | work for a large senior community in Bloomington and we are
seeking donations of 100% cotton sheets to be made into isolation gowns.
Please message me if you have any available to donate.

Many thanks!
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